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Isaian XXXIIi. 1, 2. 


Bebolu, a King ſhall Reps 5 7 Rio ea 
"nels, and Princes hall Rule in Tude- 
ment: And a Man ſhall be as an 
Hiding-Place from the Wind, and a 
8 from the 1 empeſt : as Nevers 
of Water in a dr Place, as the 


Shadow of a oxeat Rock an a aeg 
Land. 


. N } 


„ HE SE Words way be inders 
—ſſitood either in a Literal or 
9 Spiritual Senſe ; in the former, 

Er they are a Prophecy or De- 
=== ſcription of the good Reign 
aud Government of King He- 


= zekiah. In the latter, they 
delate to the Ning ens of the Meſſiab, our Lord 
Jeſur Chriſt. Moſt of our beſt Expoſitors-look 
upon Hexekiab, as well as ſeveral of his good 
Predeceſſors, as a perfonal Type of Chriſt; 
and that what is immediately ſaid of them 
and their Government, is propherical of bim 
and his Kingdom: And I think it muſt be 
ods B " __ acknow- 


ler; or as the Shadow of a great Rock is to 


N | 7 
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2 TheCHARACTER and BLESSINGS 
acknowledged, that what is here ſaid was more 
eminently fulfilled in Chriſt, than in any other. 


But at this time, I ſhall only conſider the 
Words in the former Senſe, as being moſt ſuit- 
able to the preſent Occaſion. — 
This Prophet lived in the Days both of 
wicked Ahaz and of good Hezekiah ; and ſome 
think, that while God's People were groaning 


under the Miſeries and Oppreſſion of the for- 


mer Reign, he was ſent for their Support and 
Comfort, to acquaint them with the many Bleſ- 
ſings that would attend the Reign of his Suc- 
ceſſor. The Advantages of good Government 


are ſo many and great, one would think, a Peo- 


ple ſhould always be ſenſible of them, and ne- 
ver need any thing as a Foil to ſet them off; 
but they are never ſo highly valued or ſweetly 
reliſhed, as when Perſons have, for a Time, 
ſeverely ſmarted under the Effects of Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion. H:zekiah would juſtly have been 
eſteemed a good Prince at any Time; but that 
which endeared him the more to his Subjects 
was, his ſucceeding ſo bad a Prince and Father 
as Ahaz was. | 

In the Words we haye Two Things obſerva- 
ble. (1.) The Nature and Character of a good 
Government; a King reigns in Righteouſneſs, and 


Princes rule in Judgment. (2) The many Bleſ= 
ſings that attend ſuch a Government. Theſe are 


expreſſed in metaphorical Terms. The general 


Senſe and Meaning of which ſeems to be this : 


That they will be as ſuitable, ſeaſonable, and 


refreſhing, as a Hiding-Place and Covert is to 


thoſe that are expoſed to Wind and Tempeſt ; 
or, as Rivers of Water are to a thirſty Travel- 


One 
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of a GOOD GOVERNMENT. 3 
One that is weary with travelling through a 


hot and parched Deſart. 


Doct. Manifold are the Bleſſings that attend the 
Government of a King who reigns in Righteouſ- 
neſs, aud whoſe Princes rule in Judgment. 


This is a Subject very proper to imploy our 


Meditations on ſuch a Day as this; for I fear 


we are not ſufficiently ſenſible of the great Bleſ- 


ſings we received from God by the late glori- 


ous Revolution; and which through his Good- 
neſs are ſtill continued. That we may be the 
more ſenſible of them, and thankful for them, 
I ſhall, in ſpeaking to this Doctrine, 


I. Repreſent the Nature and Character of & 


good Government. | 
II. Mention ſome of the many Bleſſings which 


_ uſually flow from it. And 


HI. Bring down all to our ſelves in a ſuit- 
able Application to the Occaſion of this Day's 
Solemnity. | | | 


I. I begin with the Nature and Character of 


- a good Government. Ir is here ſuppoſed, That 


Kingly Government is agreeable to the Will of 


f . Ged. I do not ſay, that this is the only Form of 


Government which he allows, or that can beſaid 
to be of him. For that which is properly the 
Ordinance of God, is Government in general. And 
as for the particular Forms, they are the Ord:- 
nance of Man; and he has left them to be con- 
trived and ſettled, according to the various 
Tempers and Inclinations, Neceſſities and Con- 


veniencies of particular Nations, ſo as ſhall beſt 
B 2 anſwer 
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anſwer the principal End of all Government, 


which 1s theWelfare and Happineſs of the Com- 
munity. However, God's allowing this Form 
of Government among his own People Iſrael, 


and his being for a Time himſelf their imme- 


diate and only King, plainly ſhews his Appro- 
bation of it. And tho nothing in this World is 


perfect, or without its Inconveniencics or Dan- 
gers, while weak and deprav'd Creatures have 


the Management and Conduct of it; yet a li- 


mited and well regulated Monarchy (ſuch as ours 


is) ſeems to be ſubject to as few as any parti- 
cular Form whatſoever. And we have reaſon to 
bleſs God for the Wiſdom given to our Fore- 
fathers, in contriving and fixing this excellent 
Conſtitution, and for his Goodneſs to us, in 
caſting our Lot under it; wherein we are free 


on the one hand, from the baſe Slavery of Ar- 


bitrary Power, and on the other, trom the Con- 
fuſions and Miſcries of Anarchy and boundleſs 
Liberty. It is then a very agreeable and be- 
coming ſight. to ſee Kings Reign, and Princes 
rule under them, when this is done in Righteouſ- 
neſs and Judgment. Bur paſſing this, let us in- 


quire, what thoſe things are, that render a Go- 


vernment juſt and righteous. And. 
1/t, One Thing highly expedicnt is, The perſo- 

aal Vertue of him that governs. He is not like 

to Reign in Righteouſneſs, who is nor himſelf a 


Juſt and righteous Perſon ; tho I am far from 


aſſerting or thinking, that Dominion is founded 
in Grace, and that no one but a truly good Man 
can be a lawful and righrfal Governor. We 


muſt diſtinguiſh between "perſonal and political 
Vices. A Perſon may be very wicked in his 


private Character, and yet in the main, may 
95 | 5 anſwer 
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of GOOD GOVERNMENT. 5 


auſwer the great Ends of Government: And 


another more ſober and pious, through Weak- 
neſs and Miſtake, may be a much worſe Gover- 
nor. However, we cannot have that Security 
under the Reign of a wicked as a vertuous 
Prince, eſpecially if he be deſtitute of rhe Rectoral 
Vertues of Honour and Juſtice, Truth and 
Faithfulneſs. Let the Laws be never ſo ſtrict 


and impartial, there will be ſtill many particular 
Acts of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion he will be ca- 


pable of doing, which no human Laws could 
foreſee and provide againſt, or he will find ways 
of evading the Force and blunting the Edge of 
the Law, if he be only under the Reſtraint of 
that, and have no internal Principle of Juſtice 


and Goodneſs to withhold and keep him back; 


and there will not be wanting Numbers about 
him that will be always ready to flatter him in 
his Vices, and to execute his arbitrary Will and 
Pleaſure. A Prince's perſonal Vertue then is one 
of the belt Securities we can have of a good 
Government. We have had too many Inſtances 
of this in former Reigns, when the Laws, for 
ſubſtance, were the ſame ; and yet there has been 
a wide difference between the Government of 
one and of another, according to the different 
Qualifications of him that govern'd. | | 

_ 2dly, A King that Reigns in Righteouſneſs, 
muſt have a Ja Right and Title to the Throne; 
that Government which is begun and continued 
in Uſurpation, can never be a juſt and righteous 
one. I deny not, but that which was at firſt 
begun by Fraud and Violence may, in after- 
time, by the ſubſequent Conſent and free Sub- 
miffion of the People, become a Legal Govern- 
ment. 'This 1s one of the beſt Titles a Prince 
| | can 
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6 The CuARACTER and BLESSINGS 
can have; till this be given, tho he may have 


the Poſſeſſion, he has not the Right, nor is it a 


juſt Government, how ſpecious and plauſible 


ſoever {ome of the particular Acts of it may be. 
Perſons in vain pretend, in our Days, to a Right 
ſtrictly divine, for neither the Law of Nature or 
Scripture Revelation does advance one Perſon 
and Family by Name, above another; this is 
only done by the Laws of Civil Society, and 
is the Effect of mutual Conſent and Compact. 


Whenever then God in his Providence does 


raiſe up and ſpirit a Prince for Government, if 


he at the Requeſt of an injured, oppreſſed Peo- 


ple, do come over for their Help, and God 
enables him to dethrone and diſpoſſeſs a Ty- 
rant, and to deliver that People from the Mi- 
ſery and Oppreſſions they were groaning un- 
der; if hereupon from a Senſe of Gratitude, as 
2 Reward of his Kindneſs, and out of a regard 
to their future Safety and Intereſt, they freely 
offer him the Throne, and ſubmit to his Govern- 
ment, ſuch a Prince has one of the beſt of Ti- 
tles. This was plainly the Caſe of the Revolu- 
tion, conſequently King William's Throne was 
not founded in Uſurpation, but in the higheſt 


Juſtice and Righteouſneſs. 5 
34h, A righteous King makes the Laws of his 


Country, and not his own arbitrary Will and 
Pleaſure, the Rule of his Government. This is 
the true difterence between a King and a Ty- 


rant, between Abſolute Power and a Legal 


Government ; the Law makes the King and he 
makes That the Meaſure of his Government ; 
this ſets Bounds to his Prerogative and to the 


Subjects Liberty and Property; this gives him 


a Right to their Subjection and Obedience, and 
wy gives 
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of a Good GOVERNMENT. 7 
gives them a Right to his Favour and Protecti- 
on, in the Enjoyment of their reſerved Liber- 
ties and Poſſeſſions. The Law is not every 
where the ſame, but greatly differs in different 
Nations, the Inhabitants whereof are bound to 
ſtudy their own Laws, and from thence to judge 
of the Degree and Extent of their Sovereign's 
Power and of their own Obedience. The Laws 


are our great Defence and Security; when once 


theſe Boundaries are thrown down and tramp- 
led upon by the aſſumption of a diſpenſing Power, 


the Government is diſſolved and changed, and 
our Obligation to Obedience ceaſes. I deny 


not, but ſome Princes have ruled excellently 
well, who, according to the Conſtitution of their 


_ own Country, might have been abſolute; they 


have as ſteadily purſued the Welfare and Hap- 
pineſs of their Subjects, as if they had been tied 
up to known and fix d Meaſures ; but theſe In- 
ſtances are few and uncommon, and not much 


to be expected and relied upon in this dege- 


nerate Age. It ſeems moſt agreeable to the Dig- 
nity of human Nature, and moſt for the Honour 
of free-born.” Subjects, to be govern'd by no 
Laws but thoſe which they, by their Repreſenta- 
tives, have freely conſented to ; in the Multitude 


| of Counſellors, there is the greateſt Safety. None but 
the bleſſed God it fit to be intruſted with abſolute, 


uncontroulable Power ; for he alone is infinite 
in Wiſdom and Knowledge, in Holineſs and 
Goodneſs: In the Hands of others, it may 
prove a deſtructive Engine, that is like to do 

much more Hurt than Good, Wes: 
athly, As a righteous King governs by Law, 
ſo thoſe Laws muſt be juſt and righteous ; it is 
no impoſſible thing for Iniquity to be eſtabliſhed by 
| Law; 
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Law; whenever it has, the making and execut- 
ing of ſuch Laws are far from Being Acts of 
Righteouſneſs. The greateſt: Powers on Earth, 


whether ſingle or collective, neither have or can 


have any Authority to forbid what God has 
commanded, or to command what he has for- 
bidden. Our Bleed Saviaur was arraigned, con- 
demned, and crucify'd, under colour of Law, 
aud ſo have many of his faithful Servants been; 
they have been impriſon d: baniſhed, and ſome- 
times put to cruel Deaths, under the ſame Pre- 
tence: But this did not leſſen the Guilt of thoſe 
Men, who had any hand in the making or exe- 
cuting ſuch unrighteous Acts. When God's Law 
is fitent, our Legiſlators have Power in Things of 
a Civil Nature: but none can have any Right 
to contrad ict and violate his Will, or to hinder 
the Obſervation of it. There are indeed but 


few particular Laws, in which ſome private 
Perſons may not find Inconvenience and Detri- 
ment; and yet as long as they are deſign d and 
adapted to promote the publick Good, they 


are righteous Laws: Nay, tho particular Per- 
ſons ſhould be really wrong d and injured in 


their juſt Rights and Liberties, yet while the 


main Body of a People are protected and de- 
fended, it may be denominated a righteous Go- 
vernment, tho ſuch particular Laws are a real 
Blemiſh to it; for it can be no farther Righteous 
r bn: ©; 

Ithh, Another thing requiſite is, the intruſt- 
ing the Execution of the Laws, and the Admi. 
niſtration of Juſtice, in the Hands of Perſons of 


known Miſcbm and: Courage, Homeſty and Jntegri- 


i. Let the perſonal: Exceffencies of the Su- 


preme Governor be never ſo many and great; 


let᷑ 
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of 4 GOOD GOVERNMENT. - 5 


let the Laws be never ſo good and juſt, yet af 
| the ſubordinate; Princes, if che prit Olli 
cers of Juſtice. do not Rule in Judgment ; if 
they are ignorant and fooliſh, weak and rime- 
vous; and more eſpecially, if they are oorrupt- 
ed and pervented, this will unavoidably ſpoil 
the Reauty and Honour of the Government. 
A Ready and impartial Execution is the Life af 
the Law; without this, the beſt will ſoon loſe 
their Awe and Efficacy, and grow into Con- 
tempt : The greateſt Princes have but limited 
Cr rarer: they can ſec and _ but a hcrle 


WE EET. bt 


8 
er : 


| ER others: And it "is of che llt 
Importance what their real Qualifications are, 
and whether they are faithful or unfaithtyl 
in the Diſcharge of the Truſt committed c 
them, eſpecially when they are in Places af 
great Power and Influence. It's a very chreat- 
ming Omen and Progauoftick, when there ig 
(.̃cearce left in a Nation Vertue and Honeſty. c- 
nough to dave it from Putre faction and Ruin; 
when it's difficult to find Men of ſuch ty 
Houour and Juſtice, that they will not betray 
their Truſt, and ſell their Country for any 
worldly Conſideration. Whenever this is re- 
3 ally thic Caſe, tho the Inclination and Deſigus 
« -f the Sovereign [ſhould be never ſo noble; 
honourable aud juſt, he may be baffled an 
Adiſappointed in all, through the baſe Treacher 
and Unfaithfulneſs of thoſe who ate intruſted 
by hint. In ſuch a World as this, under the 
bet Governments, there will be ſome Euros 
and Miſmanagements, through the Weakneſs 
10 ſome and the bad Deſigns of others; _ 


3 
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* as long as the Publick Good is for the moſt 

145 part ſincerely intended, and generally promoted 

1 | and advancd ; whilſt the Law has its free 

| Courſe, and is not ſilenc'd or perverted ; but 8 
| Judgment runs down our Streets as a River, 


Wi. and Righteouſneſs as a mighty Stream; it 
8 claims the Character of a righteous Govern- 3 
ment, notwithſtanding the perſonal Faults of # 
particular Perſons, who have not the Favour : 
.and Countenance of Publick Authoriry for 
5 41 what they do. Th Ss f  þ 4 Wh 
4 thy, There muſt be a due mixture of Mercy 
1 in the Diſplays of Juſtice; ſuch Princes will 
i be Imitators of the great God, who exerciſes 
[ \ Loving-kindneſs as well as Judgment and Righteouſ- 
meſs in the Earth, and in the midſt of Judgment 
remembers Mercy. Sometimes ſummum Jus is 
ſumma Tnjuria ; in Penal Caſes, the Law- gene- 
rally knows no difference between one Crimi- 
nal and another; when both are guilty of the 
ſame material Action, it condemns both alike, 
and yet there may be a great difference in the 
Circumſtances and Aggravations of their Crime; 
the one may be a proper Object of Mercy 
when the other is not; it's fit therefore a Power 
thould be left in the Hands of the Legiſtators, 
either to moderate and relax the Rigor of the 
Law, or to ſuffer it to take its Courſe as they 
in their Wiſdom and Clemency do judge will 
beſt anſwer the Ends of Government. A wiſe 
mixture of Juſtice and Mercy does uſually beſt 1 
promote and ſecure the Government's Honour 1 
and Eaſe, Safety and Tranquility: as long as 1 
theſe Ends are thoroughly attained, wiſe and 
good Men will not repine, tho Mercy: do great- 
irejoce: over Judgment. >: odd big amet I 
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of a Good GOVERNMENT, 11 


II. I am now to lay before you ſome of the 


many and great Bleſſings which do uſually at- 
tend and flow from a good Government. 


, The firſt of theſe I ſhall mention is, Secu 


rity and Safety from the Invaſion of foreign Ene- 


mies. A righteous Prince proves a Hiding-Place and 
Covert from any ſuch threatning Storm and Tem- 
peſt, that is a heavy Judgment where it falls; 
when he is beloved by his Subjects, he is or- 
dinarily feared and dreaded by his Enemies: 
they will have little Temptation or Encourage- 
ment to invade a Kingdom, they ſee happily 


| ſettled under a wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration: 
If they ſhould attempt this, the mutual Love 


and Unity between a Prince and his Subjects, 
would be their Strength and Security. A 
People that ſee themſelves ſafe.and eaſy in the. 
Enjoyment of every Thing that is dear and va- 
luable, will not preſently deſert their rightful 
Sovereign, and give up all to the Will and 
Power of an unjuſt Invader. The Senſe of their 
Happineſs will put Spirit and Life into all 
their Reſolutions and Endeavours; and this will 
probably render ſuch Attempts vain and fruit- 
leſs. Beſides, the Providence of God does often ap- 
pear in Favour of a righteous Cauſe and Go- 
vernment: He beholds Miſchief and Spite, to requite 


it in the Earth, The Enemies of 1ſ-ae/ met with 


very different Suceeſs in their Enterprizes a- 
gainſt them, as they happen d to be under the 
Government of a pious or wicked: Prince. In 
the Reign of good Hezekiah, notwithſtanding 
the vain Confidence and proud Boaſts of Sen- 
nacharib King of Ahria, and his Deſigns and 
Attempts againſt Jeruſalem, we know what the 

W C 2 Succeſs 
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Succeſs was; he was forced to depart with the 
greuteſt Difgrace and Loſs. Fs 

24%, Another valuable Bleſſing is, ProtefFion 
from Oppreſſion and Injury, in the Poſſeſſion 
of our pri bus Rights dud Liberties, It was wicked 
u and not Hezekiah,, who by Falſhood and: 
Ferjury, Fraud and Violence, took away Na- 
vs Life aud Lineyard, the Poſlefion and In- 
heritance of his Fathers. To be oppreſſed and 

enſlaved at Howe, is as fore a judgment as to 
be wyivaded from Arad. But as a righteous 
Free wilt not violently or fraudulently ſeize 
teewGdlf the juſt Poſſeſſom and Properties of his 
Subjects, ſo feither will ke faffer thoſe that are 
under Rim to do it; or private Perſons to 
Wrong and Imre one another: He is the 
* Minifter of God, a Reuenger, ib execate Wrath 
- im that doth Edil. Ns is the common 
Mend and Pauron of the Innocent and Oppreſ- 
ſd, to whom they may ff for Protection and 
_ Jeflice, and whete they are fare to find it. 
Here we may Af ſoftly ame. env oun Vine, and 
ear the Frait of om ow Fig-Tree, none being able 
ts Make ns afraid; or ts deprive ns of the Bens- 
fit of o honeft Labour and Difigence. When 
Kings aud Princes tale in Righteouſneſs and 
e nen, inferior * that — _ will 
eve lixtle hope of efcaping with Impunity, 
and the 2 and Profpcd of Detectien and 
PeniMmcnt will be 4 powerful Reſtraint upon 
them, how bad ſoevper their Toctinatiotis may 


bs; not bat that under the beſt Goverment, 


many particular Ace of Fraud and Injeftice 
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may be committed, and may paſs undetected 
and unpuniſhed ; but none are protected in the 
open Practice of ſuch Crimes, or ſcreen d from 
deſerved Juſtice ; for this would be to pervert 
the great End of Government, and to deprive 
Subjects of one of the main Bleſſings they pro- 
poſed to themſelves in fubmitring to it, the 
Security of Liberty and Property. 

_ 34ly, The ſuppreſſion of open Profaneneſs and 
'Immorality, is another confequent Bleſſing. For 
this End the Civil Magiſtrate is authotiz'd and 


intruſted by God, he is to be a Terror to them 


that do Evil, and a Praiſe to them that do Mell. 
Theſe Sins ate highly diſhonourable and dif- 

33 to the bleſſed God; they have a moral 
Tendency to bring down his defolating Judg- 
ments upon publick Communities, and they 
have a natural one to debauch the Manners 
and deſtroy the Peace and Quiet of Civil So- 
ciety, to bring Perſons and Families to Beggary 
and Ruin ; by which means the Community 
will ſuffer great Detriment and Loſs. Theſe 
things then fall properly within the Sphere of 
the Magiſtrate's Authority: None can pretend 
Conſcience for blaſpheming the Name of the 
great God]; for pouring the urmoſt Contempt 
upon his Worſhip and Sabbaths ; for living in 
rioting and drunkenneſs, chambering and wanton- 
neſs ; a Kingdom can never be long ſafe and 
happy, where no Reſtraint is laid upon ſuch 
Vices as theſe. Hezekiah no ſooner came to 


the Throne, but he began with the good Work 


of Reformation, and endeavoured to purge out 
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that Debauchery and Filthineſs which had over- 


ſpread the Land in the Days of his wicked Pre- 


eceſſor: For an unreformed People will be- 


ſooner or later a ruined one. | | 
Athh, Another additional Bleſſing will be, 
the maintaining and encouraging the Truth and 
Purity of Religion. Hezekiah took Care to de- 


ftroy the Idols. his Father Aha. had ſet up, to 


cleanſe the Temple, and to reſtore the Purity 
of God's Worſhip there. Whatever may be the 


Caſe of Pagan Princes for want of better Light, 


in Judah and Iſrael an idolatrous Prince never. 
had or could have the Character of a King 


that reigned in Righteouſneſs ; Idolatry there 
was High-Treaſon againſt the true God, and 


ought to have been puniſh'd with Death ; ſuch 
renounced God's Government and turned Re- 


bels againſt him. When Hezekiah therefore 


found the Land under the Guilt of this Sin, 
his firſt and principal Care is to prevent the 
Continuance and Increaſe thereof; he in his 


own Perſon publickly owns and practices. the 


Worſhip of the only true God, and endeavours, 
by his good Example, to lead and influence. the. 


common People ; and by this Means he did, 


in a little Time, bring about a general Refor- 


mation from Idolatry. This is one of the 


Bleſſings of a good Reign; the Prince's Ex- 
ample and Encouragement. has a mighty In- 
fluence towards maintaining the viſible Profeſ- 


ſion of the true Religion among the Body of 


his Subjects; tho there be too much ground to 
fear, that in ſuch Caſes the Generality do not 
act from real Principles of Conſcience, yet it's 


undoubtedly the Prince's Duty to make Profeſ- 
ſion of the true Religion, and to do what he 


laws 


Ftbly, That a juſt Liberty of Conſcience in Mat: 
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lawfully may to promote the Propagation of 


it ; this may be attended with many temporal 
Bleſſings, whatever the Succeſs is as to Men 
eternal Salvation. But then I add, 2 
ters of Religion will be the great Bleſſing of 
a juſt and righteous Governor. Perſons are no 
way bound to be always of the State-Religion; 


if this muſt be the Rule of their Choice, where 


they are once in the right they will be many 
times in the wrong; as is evident to thoſe who 
caſt their Eyes upon the ſeveral States and 


Kingdoms of the World, and obſerve the diſ- 
ferent Religions that are profeſſed in them. 
Surely Religion is not ſo looſe and uncertain a 


Thing, that a Man ſhould be obliged to Hi 
and change it as often as he may ſee Occaſioh to 
change his Habitation and Climate. I deny 
not, but Princes are bound to profeſs and en- 
courage what they take to be the true Religion, 
and to uſe all proper and rational Methods to 


promote it; but then external Force and Vio- 


lence, the depriving Men of their natural and 
Civil Rights, the perſecuting of them to Con- 
fiſcation of Goods, Impriſonment and Death, 
are none of the Methods that deſerve this ho- 
nourable Name Theſe have no natural Ten- 
dency to inform the Judgment and convince 
the Conſcience; they may make Men Hypo- 
crites, but they can never make them ſincere, 
acceptable Worſhippers of the great God. Re- 


ligion and Conſcience are ſacred Things. God 
alone is Lord of Conſcience, it's his Prerogative 


to rule and govern it, and to give Laws to it: 
A King that reigns in Righteouſneſs will not dare 
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ro ſtep into his Throne, and uſurp any of the 
of his Crown and Dignity. 

| e are all principally in with our own 
Shuts, with the apy of their everlaſting Wel- 
fare, and we muſt be anſwerable for his. at the 
Bar of God. It's not very likely that others 
ſhonid be more concern d for our eternal Hap- 
pineſs than we arc our ſelves: However, lot 
their Charity be never ſo great, they cant 
fave us whether we will or no; no Reli 
erhatever, unleſs it ſſow from the Conviction 
of the Mind and the Choice of che Will pace 
Affections, can be acceptable to God, becauſe 
& is not A reaſanable Sernice, If thoſe wbo 
nd impoſe upon ais ſhould be really miſta- 
ken, our xottiplyiog with them, through Fear 
or Favour, will be but a ſorry Excuſe. iv the 
Judgment of che great May. Es every. Man's 
Duty then, upon pain of eternal Mamnation, 
10 get che heft. Light and Help he can; and 
— he muſt try, judge, and chuſe for himſelf⸗ 
For in Matters of Religion, every one ought 
to be fully perfunded in His oπm Mind. Whillt 
Mens Sentimems and Practices have no real 
zendency to diſturb the Peace and Welfare f 
Civil Society, whilſt they are willing to give 
legal Security of their Fidelity and peaceable 
Behaviour, they have, I think, à right to be 


ems moſt douhtful and leaſt favourable, Mh 


deny this Security, and are ſworn to a foreign 
Jerk, and whoſe auowed Principle it is, 
when in Power, to deny that Liberty to others 
which they Rand in need of 9 nut 
All that Liberty which is conſiſtent with, aud 
more — chat which would greatly pro- 
| . - mote 
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mote the publick Peace and Safety, will be the 
Bleſſing of a righteous Government. Upon 
this we may expecdg, 355 
thly, The Bleſſings of Mealih and laſting 
Tranquility. When Perſons are ſecur'd in their 
Civil Rights and Religious Liberties, and feel 
themſelves poſſeſs d of every Thing that is va- 
luable to them, they will be under no Temp- 
tation to become tumultuous and ungoverna- 
ble; it will not be in the Power of a few de- 
ſigning diſappointed Men to work them up into 
Tumults and Rebellion. Were it not for the late 
unaccountable Inſtance of Folly and Madneſs we 
have ſeen, it would be difficult to find one, 
where a People have broke out into open Rebel- 
lion before ever their Civil or Ręligious Rights 
and Liberties were in the leaſt invaded or 
broken in upon; but then we muſt remember, 
as this was moſt Unreaſonable and Shameleſs, 
ſo the Succeſs has been anſwerable; beſides, it 
was not the Act of the Nation, but only of a 
ſmall Faction in it, who drew in a Number of 
unthinking People, in the Beginning of a Reign 
and Family, before they were thoroughly ſenſi- 
ble of the many Bleſſings they did and do ſtill 
As for increaſing Wealih, where Liberty and 
Property are ſecur d, there is a juſt Encourages 
ment given to honeſt Labour and Diligence; 
this cauſes Trade to. flouriſh, and ſo the Bleſ- 
ing of the Lord upon the diligent Hand makes rich. 
To all theſe I add, Zaftly, the Bleſſings of: 
Health and Plenty; Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nati- 
on in the Sight of God and Men, and is a like- 
ly Way to draw down the _— of TP 
Po an 
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and Temperance, Diligence and Induſtry have 


a natural tendency to promote the national 


Health, and to prevent thoſe Diſeaſes, which 


are the genuine Fffects of Sloth and Idleneſs, 


' Luxury and Intemperance; and then God in 
is Providence does uſually favour ſuch with 


Rain from Heaven, filling their Hearts with Feod 
and Gladneſs. He ſeldom brings his deſolating 
Calamities of Fiagye and Famine upon a Nati- 
en, hut they are fent as a fevere Puniſhment 
far crying Sins: it's becauſe of Swearing and 
Forfwearmg, * Injuſtice, and ſuch 
like. Sins, that a Land mourus under ſuch waſt- 


ble Application of theſe Things to our ſelves. 


1. What Cauſe have we to bleſs God for the 
glorious Revolution by King William, and for 
the Protefiaut Succeſſion by the Acceſſion of bis pre- 
fext Majeſty King GEORGE to the Throne. In 
theſe Reigus this Scripture has been eminently 
fulfilled before our Eyes; they have been a Hi- 
ding- Place from the Wind, and a Covert from the 


Tempe, that did threaten to carry all before 
it. You know this was the Day on which 
Sods, in his wiſe and gracious Providence; 


fent over King FVillianm to be our Deliverer 

from Arbitrary Power and Popiſh Idolatry. 
In his more early Days God had rais'd him 
up, and ſpirited him to be a great Surge 

to France and Rome; he made ham then the 
Friend and Patron of the Liberties of Man- 
kind, eſpecially thoſe of his Native Country. 


Sir 
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Sir William Temple gives this juſt and ho- 
nourable Character of him in his younger 
Years : © He was ſilent and thoughtful, gi- 
« yen to hear and enquire; of a ſound and 
«© ſteddy Underſtanding ; much Firmneſs in 
* what he once reſolves, or onee denies; of 
great induſtry and application to his Buſi- 
* neſs, little to his Pleaſures ; Piety in the 
Religion of his Country, but with Chari- 
« ty to others; Temperance, unuſual to his 
* Youth and the Climate; Frugal in the com- 
« mon Management of his Fortune, and yet. 
* Magnificent upon occaſion ; of great Spirit 
and Heart, aſpiring to the Glory of Mili- 
« tary Actions, with Hong Ambition to grow 
« Great, but rather by the Service than the 
“ Servitude of his Country; in ſhort, a Prinee 
ce of many Vertues, without any mixture 
4 of Vice. This was that great and got, 
Prince, whom, when the Exigency of our Caſe 
requir'd it, they freely parted with and aſſiſt- 
ed in reſcuing us from impending Ruin; this 
is a Blefling that always ought to be re- 
member d and acknowledg'd by us with great 
Thankfulneſs. Many were the Bleſſings we 
enjoy'd under his Reign; for he always con- 
tinu'd a Prince of known Juſtice and Honour, 
Clemency and Goodneſs. Moſt other Princes 
are advanc'd to the Throne for the good Ser- 
vice that is expected from them, but he juſt- 
ly merited a Crown before he We one: the 
fer of it was the leaſt Return we could 
make in Gratitude to him and Safety to our 
ſelves; herein we as much conſulted our own 
D 2 Intereſt 
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all the Advantages we expe&ed and hoped 
for, this was more owing to the Iniquity of 
the Times, than to any want of Inclination 
or good Will in him; the Sons of Serviah 
were often too hard for him, they broke his 


Meaſures, betray d: his Deſigns; and clogg'd 


the Wheels of his Government. However, 


when we conſider what deſtructive Deſigns had 


been carrying on in ſeveral of the preceding 
Reigns, how far they were advanc'd, and 
how ripe for Execution, we muſt acknow- 
ledge he was ſent over in a very critical and 
merciful Juncture. | | 
The Hiſtory of that Time is well known: 
After we had had one Arbitrary Prince, that 


lived a diſguiſed Papiſt, and dy'd a profeſs'd 


one, another open bigotted one mounted the 
Throne, and immediately broke his Corona- 
tion Oath, by trampling upon all Laws Civil 


and Ecclefiaſtical ; ſome of the trueſt Proteſt- 


ants were turn d out of their Freeholds to 
make Way for Papiſts, and the be&Z Blood of the 
Land was offer d a Sacrifice to the Idols of Arbi- 
trary Power and Non-Reſiſtance. If God in 


Mercy had not open d the Eyes of the Nati- 


on, and brought many to deſert that in Pra- 
ctice, which they had but too much aſſerted and 


preſſed as their darling Principle, we muſt in a 


little Time either have dy'd at a Stake, or be- 


come a Kingdom of Slaves and Papiſts. Theſe 


and ſuch like Things are too well known 
to need my enlarging upon; tho one would 
think by the late Spirit and Temper: of too 


Intereſt as his Honour. If we did not enjoy 


e e any 
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many in the Nation, that theſe Things were 


either never true in Fact, or that they are 
utterly forgotten; for, is it poſſible for Men 
to know and believe ſuch Things as theſe, 


and yet be fond of making to themſelves a 


Captain, that they may return back into worſe 


than Egyptian Bondage? Are the Superſtiti- 
ons of Popery, and the Miſeries of Slave- 


ry, ſuch great Bleſſings, that any, who call 


themſelves Proteſtants, ſhould break through 


the moſt ſolemn and ſacred Oaths to in- 
troduce them? Were not theſe the Plagues 


and judgments King Milliam came to deli- 


ver us from? Did he not in a little Time, 
with the Bleffing of God, reſtore us to our 
ancient, legal Conſtitution, without the ex 
pence of much Blood or Treaſure ? 
But he was not ſatisfied to make us hap- 


py in his own Time, but provided for a Pro- 


teſtant Succeſſion ; he knew there was but one 
Proteſtant Life between him and a long Train 


of Popiſh Succeſſors, if therefore Care had not 


been taken to ſettle the Crown in the Pro- 
teſtant Line, we had ſoon come to an End 
of our Happine's: This then lay near his 
Heart, living and dying, he was uneaſy and 


indefatigable till he had effected it, and gi- 


ven it all the Strength and Security he was 
capable of doing. This is that bleſſed Lega- 


cy he has left us, the greateſt and moſt yalu- 


able that was ever left by a Prince to 2 
People: - | | yo 


I doubt not but you are very ſenſible of 
the many Bleſſings you. enjoy under the 


Reign of his preſent Majeſty; I ſhall not at- 
Eo „„ tempt 
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tempt to deſcribe and repreſent them, but 
Mall rather leave you to recolle& them from 
what was ſaid on the Doctrinal Part; but 
let them be never ſo many and great, either 
in preſent Poſſeſſion, or in future View and 


Proſpect, they are owing to the Mercy of this 


Day; for if there had been no Revolution, there 
had been no Proteſtam Succeſſion, | 
2dly, This ſhould enlarge our Thankfulneſs 
to God for the firſt Deliverance he wrought 
for us on this Day, the Detection and Pre- 
vention of the Gunpowder Conſpiracy ; we ſhare 
in this Mercy, as it was antecedent to, and 
did at laſt iflue in thoſe fore-mentioned. 
By. means of this Diſcovery the Lady Eli- 
xaberh, the moiſt valuable Branch of the Fa- 


mily, was preſervd. The Papiſts defigu'd, if 


their Plot had taken effect, to have ſerz'd her 
in the Country where ſhe was at that Time, 
and to have marry'd her to a Popiſh Prince; 
but Providence de/gn'd her for nobler Purpoſes. 


She was afterwards Queen of Bohemia, the 
Grandmother of our preſent Sovereign, who 


fills the Throne as the Reward of her pious 
Sufferings, and of his own ſhining Vertues. 
Had it not been for this admirable Contri- 
vance of Divine Providence, the Mercy of 
that firſt Deliverance had been at an End be- 


fore many of us could have had any Share 


in it; for our Enemies would have accom- 


* 


ed by that ſecret, but helliſh Conſpiracy. 
Both the Deliverances of this Day were from 
- the fame Enemies, the cruel Papiſts, thoſe 
2 Z impla- 


4 


liſhd the ſame Defign by open Force and 
Vichence, which they unſucceſsfully attempt- 


vp 


“ 
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mplacable Enemies of aur Liberties and 
2 the hope of ruining the Brati/b 
Conſtitution and the Proteſtant Religion, Was 
thar which gave Birth to their firſt Phat, 

and this has been the Spring of all their 
Treaſons ever fince : Tho had they certainly 
known how little Zeal King James the Fin 
had againſt Popery, and how little Hure he 
and his immediate . Succeffors would have 


done them and their Religion, poſſibly they 


might not have been fo forward to have 


| deftroyed him and his Poſterity: for the 


chief Defign that was moſt ſteadily purſu- 
ed in thoſe Reigns ſeems to be this, The 
changing our limited Monarchy into an abſolute 
Government, and the true Proteſtant Reli- 


gion into at leaſt a. French Popery. And 


when we confider for how long a Time, 
and through how many ſucceſſive Reigns 
this Deſign was vigoroufly carry'd on, we 
have reaſon ta wonder it was not eſſect- 
ed, and that we continue to this Nay 8 
free Proteſtant Nation; ſurely itte of the 
Lord's Mercy we are not confumed, becauſe bis 


* 


34y, How inexcufable are thoſe that are 


eneaſy under and Enemies to the preſent Gay» 


vernment, in which they do or may enjoy. 
fo many Bleffings; ſuch Men are wanten 


with Proſperity, they know not what they 


would have; if they could ſuffer alone, it 
is pity their own Experience ſhould not con» 
vince them of their Folly, by their taſting 
ſome of the Bleſſings of that abſolute Go: 
vernment they would exchagge. their oa 

* 
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Happineſs for. But to haſten to a cloſe.: 
41h, Let us take care we do not ſin a- 
way and forfeit rhe manifold Bleſſings we 
are ſurrounded with: Let our returns of 


Gratitude and Duty to God and our Go- 
vernors, be anſwerable to the Benefits we re- 


ceive. Let us inwardly Efteem and Honour, 
and conſcientiouſly pray for thoſe that rule 
over us; that under them we may lead quiet 
and peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
neſty. Let us not grudge at any Expence 
that has been, or ſhall be neceſſary for their 
Security and Eſtabliſhment, or for the ſafe 
tranſmitting . to Poſterity our preſent . Civil 
and Religious Privileges. Give to all their 

Dues ;. Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom 
zo: whom Cuſtom, Honour to whom Honour. 
- ..5thly, Let us not be ſatisfied with Loyalty 
to our Prince, but let us all become the 


FAucere faithful Subjects and Servants of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who is King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords; by whom Kings reign, aud Princes 
decree Judgment. He is eminently the Xing 
that reigns in Righteouſneſs, in whoſe Perſon all 
Excellence and Perfection, created and un- 
created, do meet and center, and in whoſe 
Government there is not the leaſt Irregularity 
or Detect. Tho we ſhould pleaſe our ſelves 
never ſo much with the Proſpect of Hap- 


pineſs for a Time, in the Protection and 


avour of our earthly Governors, yet unleſs 
there be a ſincere and abſolute Subjection 


to Jeſus. Chriſt in Heart and Life, we ſhall 


be miſcrable to all Eternity: We are lia- 
ble to much ſorer Miſeries than any ou 
* 1 4 N wor 8 
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worſt external Enemies can bring upon us; 
it's Chriſt alone can ſcreen us from the 
Storms of Divine Wrath, from the Rage of 
Devils and the Flames of Hell.” On Sinners 
that have no Intereſt in the Righteouſneſs 
and Spirit of Chriſt, God will “ rain Snares, 
Fire aud Brimſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt : 
this will be the Portion of their Cup. Let us 
kiſs the Son before he be angry, and we periſh 
in the Way. Our Loyalty to our Prince will 
then be moſt ſure and unſhaken, and beft 
regulated, when it lows from Conſcience towards 
God, and from Faith in and Fidelity to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

We ſhall alſo hereby beſt anſwer God's De- 
ſign in all the Temporal Deliverances he has 
wrought for us, and in all the external Bleſ- 
ſings of Providence he favours us with: 
Therefore are we thus deliver'd and favour d, 
that we might ſerve him without Fear, in Ho- 
lineſs aud Righteouſneſs before him, all the Days 
of our Life. _ 1 
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BOOKS Printed for Rronany 
1 ORD, at the Angel in the Poultry. 


Egg vows with Practical Ge 
on the New Teſtament of our Lord and Sa- 


vant: eſus Chriſt, wherein the Sacred Text is at large 
Arcited, the Sence explain'd, and the Inftructive 


le of the Bleſſed Jeſus and his Holy Apoſtles 
70 our Imitation recommended. The whole deſigned 
to encourage the reading of the Scriptures i privare 
Families, and to render the daily peruſal of 15 fog) 


fitable and delightful. By William Burkitt, M 4. A. 


1 carefully Corrected. N. B. There a 
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>, E Sermon N on PF Vublick Thuky 
* June the 7th, 1716. appointed by Authority, for 
ſuppreſſing the Unnatural Rebellion. By William 
Harris, Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of the Hearers. 
The Second Edition. Price 4 d. 


3. The whole World" of 1 Mr. John 


Flavil, in Two Volumes, Fol. with compleat Indexes. 


14 Self-Dedication, Ferfonal ang Sacramental; 
brief - andyEnipee d. By William Harris. 


Vicar and Lecturer of Dedban in Eſſex, The 


